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The fourth part of Gerrish's fascinating volume addresses the issue of 
the atonement. Gerrish again demonstrates an interest in the theology of 
Charles Hodge - which he discusses in chapter nine (titled Charles Hodge on 
the Death of Christ). In chapter ten, Hodge's nemesis John Williamson Nevin on 
the Life of Christ takes center stage. 

Gerrish, as mentioned in previous segments of this book review, has a 
fine power of description. For instance, of Hodge, who believed himself 
beyond reproach, he notes '... those who question him must have been 
seduced by a vain philosophy that puts them beyond the pale' (p. 184]. One 
cannot help but admire and be repulsed at the same time by such self 
assurance! 

Gerrish spends most of his time in the 9 th chapter discussing Hodge's 
understanding of the three-fold office of Christ (that is, as prophet, priest, and 
king]. Christ died for us. This was the central truth of the life of Christ. 

In the next chapter Gerrish allows Nevin and his Mercersburg cohorts to 
sound their trumpet announcing that 'Jesus lived for us'. Hence, in this 
section, two major trends in the understanding of the doctrine of the 
atonement are given free reign. 'Christ died...' and 'Christ lived...' 

Of his goal in chapter 10, Gerrish observes 'For our present purpose, 
Nevin's contribution lies simply in the fact that he offered an interpretation of 
the work of Christ that seems diametrically opposed to Hodge's theory' (p. 
200]. He continues, 'Our agenda, then, will require us, within the obvious 
limits, to consider what the Mercersburg theologians meant by the 
incarnation, what place they found in the incarnation for the atonement, and 
how Nevin could justify the Mercersburg theology as a "vindication of the 
Reformed or Calvinist doctrine of the Holy Eucharist"' (p. 201]. This last part 
is important because it lays the groundwork for the final section of Gerrish's 
book on the Eucharist. 

And once again (I feel like a broken record because I keep saying this], 
Gerrish can describe a theological position with such clarity that he should be 



seen as a model for the genre of historical theology. Nevin comes alive 
(though he's much too much a mystic for my tastes]. 

Were Hodge and Nevin to come to life and read what Gerrish has 
written on their ideas of atonement, both would doubtless be pleased with the 
even-handed treatment they received. 

Next, and finally, the section of Gerrish's book on the Eucharist. 



